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Dental Hygiene Joins White Coat Ceremony
A new tradition began this year when second-year
dental hygiene students participated with second-year
dental students in the White Coat Ceremony. During this
event, which symbolizes the transition from classroom
student to clinician, students pledge to exhibit personal and
professional integrity as they work with patients. This year’s
ceremony, held on October 2, was the first time that dental
hygiene students officially marked the transition along with
dental students.
Dr. Trey Carlton, LSUSD ’98, president of the Alumni
Association, gave the keynote address. “The highest courage
is daring to be yourself in the face of adversity,” he said.
“Choosing right over wrong, ethics over convenience, and
truth over popularity...these are the choices that measure
you in all aspects of your life.”
Students received their white coats from Drs. John Gallo,
Abdallah Awada, and Nicholas Miniotis and Ms. Carrie
Mason, Heather Allen, and Tricia Barker. Class presidents,
Matthew Henson, dental, and Alexandra Burns, dental
hygiene, led the recitation of the professional oath.
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(l-r) Corey Romero, D2 vice-president; Matt Henson, D2 president;
Dean Gremillion; Dr. Trey Carlton;
Alexandra Burns, DH2 president; Carolyn Nguyen, DH2 vice-president
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